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more than 1,300 millions during 1917-18. A suitable type has
been selected at Pusa and seed sufficient for a thousand of acres
of new cultivation has been distributed during the year.
Much attention has also been paid to oil seeds by the Agri-
cultural Department which is investigating carefully the various
diseases to which these crops are subjected. In the Madras
Presidency, where the copra crop is of great importance, experi-
mental stations have been started on typical soils to study it.
The yield of nuts from different trees is being carefully recorded,
and it is hoped that in course of time a thorough knowledge of
the habits of cocoanut trees, which can be turned to account
for increasing the output, will result.
In coffee and rubber also good work has been done. Of
coffee, the total area in India is some quarter of a million acres,
and one of the most important advances in recent years has been
the realisatioD of the necessity for better seed selection, and the
possibility "of raising a new and vigorous strain. The principal
work on the" rubber crop, has been the investigation of the
diseases from which it suffers. Since the outbreak of war, the
exports of rubber have remarkably increased, and now amount
to nearly eight and a half million pounds, nearly eight times
the annual average exports during the five years before the
war.
Important experimental work in connection with fruit cul-
ture has been undertaken in Baluchistan. The three principal
lines of investigation have been the working out of a method of
packing which will enable fruits to reach more distant markets
and to command higher prices, the organisation of a supply
of well-grown trees of important varieties, and the devising of
improvements in orchard cultivation with a view to the saving
of irrigation water, The demand for fruit is likely to increase
e\ery 3/car, and as soon as the prices of box-boards settle down,
the manufacture of packing boxes will be handed over to a
local agency. As a sample of the work done by the Department,
it may be mentioned that at present thri season for the peach
in Peshawar, which lasts until the coming of the peach fiy, has
been lengthened from 45 days to 90 days by the introduction o f